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members of the Sixteen. Others not less guilty
saved themselves by flight. An oath of obedience
to the Lieutenant-General of the Union and to the
Parliament, until the Estates should have elected an
orthodox King, was imposed on all.

The vigour shown on this occasion by Mayenne,
gave him for the moment an appearance of strength,
yet it was but the appearance. He \vas hated by
the fanatics, suspected by the Spaniards, neither
liked nor trusted by the Moderates; he was supported
only by a few personal followers, and by some am-
bitious nobles who hoped, by adhering to him, to sell
themselves, when the time came, at a higher price to
the King.

All this had happened while the royal forces were
gathering round Rouen ; and since then the desire
for peace and weariness of clerical and Spanish
domination had been growing. In the autumn
of 1592 the Politicians and the more moderate
Leaguers made the scarcity of provisions and the
cessation of all trade a pretext for holding meetings
to consider how the war might be ended and the
sufferings of the people alleviated. A large majority
were in favour of " summoning" the King of
Navarre to abjure his heresy, and of endeavouring
in the meantime to conclude some form of truce
which would allow supplies to reach the capital.

Mayenne in alarm collected what troops he could,
and came to Paris, where the Spaniards assisted him
in preventing a step which would have amounted
to an engagement to recognise Henry as soon as he
should " receive instruction." Hitherto the accepted